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ONE of the largest 
ever property marking 
campaigns involving 
13,000 boilers 
belonging to Swansea 
Council is underway.
Due to increasing incidents of metal 
theft in both void and tenanted housing, 
Swansea Council took the decision to 
mark every boiler in all of its properties 
citywide.

Boiler installers as well as breakdown 
and service engineers have been 
shown how to mark the boilers using 
SelectaDNA forensic marking fluid, 
which leaves behind an invisible but 
unique DNA code that can be traced 

back to Swansea Council if a thief tries to 
sell on the stolen metal.

Selectamark’s original permanent 
marking system, which involves a visible 
stencil-etching bearing the council’s 
name and logo is also being used to 
make sure that thieves are in no doubt 
that the boilers are protected. 

Deterrent warning stickers indicating 
that the boilers have been marked are 
being stuck prominently on the front of 
each unit. The idea is to make the boilers 
so traceable through both visible and 
covert means, that thieves will realise 
that the risk involved in stealing them is 
just too great. 

Nigel Williams, Senior Section Leader 
of Housing from Swansea Council, said: 
“We took advice from South Wales 

Police because we were very keen 
to reduce metal theft in all of our 
housing across the city. 

“It is not just boilers that are being 
stolen but also radiators and pipes. 
Thieves are pulling down ceilings 
and damaging floorboards to get 
the equipment out, causing even 
more costly damage to council 
property.”

He added: “We chose SelectaDNA 
and Selectamark marking for our 
boilers because they are market 
leading brands and the DNA 
element in SelectaDNA has led to 
convictions.”
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THERE has been massive 
international media interest 
surrounding the recent launch of 
Selectamark’s High Velocity DNA 
Tagging System.

The new product, which is available 
in pistol or rifle format, can tag 
an offender at a distance (30-40 
metres) using a special DNA-coded 
pellet. Police officers can use the 
tagging system in riot and crowd 
control situations or to tag a fleeing 
offender. If need be, it allows an 
officer to apprehend offenders at a 
less confrontational time. 

Since its launch at The Shot Show 
in Las Vegas in January, the DNA 
tagging system has been featured 
in numerous articles, blogs and 
websites. 

Filming and interview requests have 
come from the BBC, The Discovery 
Channel and French TV, while online 
media has covered it including 
NBC News, Daily Mail Online, The 
Smithsonian and The Huffington 
Post. The story has also been 
featured in Chinese, Russian and 
Arabic publications and has been a 
hotly debated topic on Twitter and 
Facebook.

If you haven’t seen it in action yet, 
take a look at this short video clip: 
www.selectadna.co.uk/selectadna-
high-velocity-dna-tagging-system.
html

Selectamark has been working with 
Shields Crime & Security to establish its 
SelectaDNA range of products for use by 
the Jamaica Constabulary Force (JCF). 

Owen Ellington (pictured), 
Commissioner of the JCF, has welcomed 
the introduction of SelectaDNA and 
will utilise it as part of a strategy to 
reduce crime including burglary and 
theft and increase the opportunity 
to identify and convict offenders. 

Andrew Knights, Managing Director 
of Selectamark, explains how the 
system works: “The uniquely-coded 
SelectaDNA solution leaves a 
synthetic DNA trace that will 
enable the relevant authorities to 

confirm a person’s involvement at 
a crime scene and could ultimately 
lead to arrest and prosecution.”
The Honourable Minister of National 
Security Peter Bunting attended the 
launch in January 2013 along with other 
members of the Jamaican government, 
senior individuals from the private and 
public sectors and security experts.

Mark Shields, Managing Director 
of Shields Crime & Security, said: 
“SelectaDNA will deter criminals 
from stealing and in the event 
property is stolen, allow the JCF to 
identify the owner of the property.”

Jazz Goes Down  
A Storm In 
Operation Tornado

Jazz was used to sniff for stolen metal in 
several scrapyards and also in a ‘stop and 
search’ campaign where suspect vehicles 
were pulled over by officers. 

Trained by former police officer and 
founder of Search Dogs UK Mick 
Swindells, Jazz helped officers search 
about 80 vehicles in one day. Mick said 
the officers commented on how much 
easier it was to search the vehicles with 
Jazz around.

Jazz has also taken part recently in an 
independent assessment by British 
Transport Police where she was set 
tasks to sniff out SelectaDNA products 
on hidden items. She managed to 
successfully identify four out of four items, 

leaving officers from BTP duly impressed.

Trainer Mick explained how Jazz operates 
differently from humans: “We can only 
search in 2D ie. in the line of sight, 
but dogs can search in 3D by using 
their noses. They can be incredibly 
accurate, and can pinpoint their 
target to within a couple of 
centimetres. Jazz is able to touch 
the marked metal with her nose 
identifying the target scent of 
SelectaDNA, allowing officers to 
move in at this point and make 
further investigations.”

Criminals Feel New 
Heat In Jamaica 

DNA Tagging 
System Sparks 
Worldwide 
Interest 

International News
100% Crime 
Reduction At 
French Shopping 
Centre 

A FRENCH shopping centre is 
fighting back against robbery and 
anti-social behaviour after shoppers 
were staying away due to its bad 
reputation.

After five robberies and several 
incidents of aggressive behaviour at 
the Bobigny 2 centre in Seine Saint 
Denis, some shop owners were also 
considering closing down their 
businesses. 

In order to combat crime at the 
centre, the French Ministry of Interior 
requested that it be protected with 
SelectaDNA Spray, one of the most 
effective ways to deter commercial 
burglaries and smash-and-grab raids.

Premises protected with SelectaDNA 
immediately become hard targets as 
criminals fear DNA technology - they 
know that DNA links them to crimes 
they commit. 

The spray system has now been in 
place for over a year. During this 
time there have been no burglaries 
or violent incidents at Bobigny 2.  

Pascal Kouppe of SelectaDNA France 
confirms that the owners of the 
shopping centre which contains a 
hypermarket, 66 retail outlets, 6 
restaurants and a cinema, are very 
satisfied with the outcome, which 
has reduced crime to zero. 

Since the successful crime reduction 
at Bobigny 2, two more shopping 
centres in Bagnolet and Marseille are 
set to have SelectaDNA Spray 
systems installed on their premises.
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A POLICE-backed crime reduction initiative has launched in 
Jamaica in a bid to reduce theft and burglary on the island.

DNA super dog Jazz, the first dog in the world to be trained 
to sniff out SelectaDNA markings on metal, was deployed 
recently in Lancashire Police’s Operation Tornado.
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Spanish City Traces 
Metal Thieves To 
The Wire 

THE Spanish city of 
Sant Cugat, north 
of Barcelona, has 
introduced SelectaDNA 
Trace to protect 
metal street furniture 
including lamp posts 
aswell as copper 
electrical wiring.

Local Mayor Conesa Mercè said: 
“Like many cities, in Sant Cugat 
we have suffered from the 
theft of electrical wiring which 
has affected the street lighting. 
Only last year more than eight 
kilometres of cable was stolen, 
and we had to spend a lot of 
money to get the streetlights 
working again.”
SelectaDNA Trace contains a 
UV tracer, ceramic particles and 
thousands of metallic microdots 
which can be read by a scanner. 
It is ideal for the protection and 
identification of valuable metals and 
outdoor equipment. 

Already used by local authorities, 
police, railway companies and 
businesses, SelectaDNA Trace can be 
identified by Police immediately and 
the code checked against the Secure 
Asset Register database to confirm 
ownership.

A spokeswoman for McDonald’s said 
the company will increase the use 
of the spray technology in stores all 
over the country. She added: “It’s a 
great deterrent. During the trial 
the restaurants experienced zero 
robberies and reduced instances 
of anti-social behaviour.”
Once triggered by an intruder, the 
DNA Spray douses fleeing robbers 
with an invisible synthetic DNA mist 
containing a unique code that can 
identify them as being at the crime 
scene. It can be linked to a panic-
button or to any alarm system which 
can be activated by concerned staff.

Alice Baillie, marketing manager for 
SelectaDNA in Australia, said: “Police are 
able to find SelectaDNA by using 
a UV torch. The spray glows bright 
blue under UV light. Through DNA 
analysis an offender can be linked 
to the premises. A sample the size 
of a pinhead is all that is required 
to link an offender to the site.”
The solution is harmless but will stay on 
an intruder for weeks, clinging to fibres 
and sitting in the creases of the skin. 
The spray can linger on clothing and 
footwear for up to six months making 
it an extremely powerful tool for the 
Police to use in convicting criminals.

McDonald’s Rolls 
Out DNA Spray 
Across Australia
RESTAURANT chain McDonald’s is to deploy 
SelectaDNA Spray across all stores in Australia 
following a successful trial in selected areas.

Housing Authority 
Tackles Oil Burner 
Theft 

To make the theft and subsequent 
disposal of the oil burners more difficult 
for thieves, the burners belonging to 
housing authority Housing Executive are 
being marked with SelectaDNA’s unique 
DNA coding system which can be traced 
back to the individual property it comes 
from. 

Sgt Scott Fallis, the PSNI team leader, 
said: “Sometimes the first thing 
that residents notice is the failure 
of their home heating systems 
to operate in the mornings. This 

obviously leads to a great deal of 
inconvenience for householders, 
particularly in cold weather, as well 
as the expense to the property 
owner of having to replace the 
burners. 

“We hope that marking the burners 
will have a deterrent effect by 
reducing the ability of thieves to 
sell on the stolen goods.”

THE Police Service of Northern Ireland (PSNI) has teamed 
up with a local housing authority to tackle the problem of 
oil burner theft on an estate in Fermanagh.

ZERO Burglaries 
After Just Three 
Months 

BURGLARY has been reduced 
by 100% in just three months in 
properties marked with SelectaDNA 
in a scheme being offered to over 
600 residents in Nelson, Lancashire.

Neighbourhood officers from 
Lancashire Constabulary have been 
visiting properties in the Southfield 
area of the town and helping 
residents to apply the forensic 
solution to household valuables.

When police recover stolen property, 
the unique SelectaDNA markings 
can help them to return the items 
to the rightful owner, and also help 
police achieve better success rates in 
convictions against burglars.

Inspector Phil Davies said: “There 
are no recorded crimes at 
any of the marked properties 
and only 11 crimes recorded 
in the area as a whole which 
represents a healthy reduction 
in what is a high crime area.”

He continued: “Marking property 
acts as a great deterrent to 
would be burglars whilst 
ensuring that if a crime is 
committed we have a much 
better chance of catching the 
offender and returning the 
property to its owner.”
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Operation Velo 
Saddles Up To  
Deter Bike Theft 

New Faces At 
Selectamark 

Sussex Police have been organising bike 
marking events using BikeRegister, which 
is owned and maintained by Selectamark, 
to mark and register bikes initially in 
the Chichester, Bognor, Littlehampton 
and Worthing & Adur districts.

Sergeant Chris Pipkin, who set up the 
initiative, said: “Each bicycle is marked 
using an anti-tamper label and 
the owner’s details are registered 
on BikeRegister, the UK’s leading 
online bike identification and 
registration database. Officers are 

then able to check if a bicycle is 
stolen or in the wrong hands within 
minutes of stopping the rider.”

“The aim is that potential thieves 
will be put off from stealing in the 
first place, knowing that they are 
more likely to get stopped and the 
bicycle will be traceable back to 
the owner. Officers will also be able 
to reunite more people with their 
lost or stolen bicycles as they will 
be registered on the database,” .

Selectamark is delighted to announce 
the appointment of two new members 
of staff - Nick Roach, Police Liaison and 
Stephen Morris, Director of Operations. 

Nick joined the company following 
his retirement from the Metropolitan 
Police Service. During his police 
career, Nick had a wide variety of roles 
in a number of ranks, ranging from 
response policing, public order, crime 
squads, and a specialist vice unit.  In his 
last posting, where he was temporally 
promoted to Chief Inspector, he had 

day-to-day responsibility for all crime 
reported to the Metropolitan Police 
by telephone and online. His police 
career has provided Nick with a unique 
insight into crime, how it is committed 
and how it can be prevented.

Stephen is a specialist Operations 
Manager with some 30 years 
experience in operational, business, 
facilities and project management 
including business development, 
new business start-ups and change 
management. Stephen has a wealth 
of experience of the security industry, 
both nationally and internationally, 
as well as dealing extensively with 
time critical customer service.

Please feel free to contact either of 
them directly with any queries.

E: nick.roach@selectamark.co.uk

E: stephen.morris@selectamark.co.uk

OPERATION Velo has been launched in West Sussex 
to reduce the number of bicycles stolen from 
across the county and more than 600 bikes were 
marked and registered within the first month.
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Permanent Visible Marking

Rifle Estate Targets 
Maintenance 
Security  
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MAINTENANCE equipment 
belonging to the National Rifle 
Association, based in Bisley, Surrey, 
is being protected with SelectaDNA 
in order to tighten up on security.

Ride-on mowers, tractors, plant 
machinery, generators, vehicles 
and hand tools which are used to 
keep the estate in peak condition 
are all being marked so that 
there is an up to date inventory 
of what is being used on site.

The estate is used for various 
target shooting disciplines as 
well as clay pigeon shooting and 
consists of 2,000 acres which 
members have access to and a 
further 1,000 acres known as the 
‘danger area’ where bullets fall.

Nick Karavias, Estates Manager, 
said: “Marking our equipment 
was something we hadn’t done 
before, but felt we needed to 
do. We are using SelectaDNA so 
that all our maintenance items 
are marked, registered and 
accounted for, as they should be.

“We have erected deterrent 
warning signage on the front 
gates of the estate which shows 
that equipment has been marked 
and will be applying tamper proof 
stickers to each individual item.”

Cycle Theft Cut  
By Almost 40%  
In Sutton

BIKE theft in the London Borough 
of Sutton has fallen by nearly 40% 
from April 2012 to December 2012 
compared to the same period the 
previous year.

Throughout the year officers from 
Sutton Police have held a number of 
cycle marking initiatives to encourage 
cyclists to protect their bicycles 
from thieves using BikeRegister, the 
preferred bike marking system of the 
Metropolitan Police Service. 

Cycle theft in the borough has been 
cut by 38% and police say this is 
down to more people having their 
bikes marked and registered and 
better awareness of how to secure 
them. 

Sergeant Andy De’Voreaux of Sutton’s 
Safer Transport Team, said: “This is 
an impressive result and shows 
the benefit of taking steps 
to protect your bicycle from 
thieves.”

6

ONE thousand laptops and 20 iPads 
have been marked with Selectamark 
permanent marking stencils at 
Warrington Collegiate in a concerted 
drive to visibly identify the equipment 
as belonging to the college and 
at the same time deter theft.

Nick Smeltzer, Director of IT Services 
at Warrington Collegiate said: “We 
used to have laptop tracking software 
installed but while that is fine for a home 
user, it’s less than ideal in a corporate 
environment. Also, any IT literate thief or 
receiver of stolen goods would simply 
wipe the laptop before using it!”

He continued: “Therefore, after several 
incidents of thefts of laptops, we decided 
to opt for a very visible deterrent and 
try and make the laptops absolutely 
undesirable to thieves to start with. 
Hence, the use of Selectamark.”

College Marks 
1,000 Laptops 



A CAMPAIGN to help 
owners of Land Rover 
Defenders protect their off-
road vehicles from theft has 
seen more than 90 marked 
with SelectaDNA.

Derbyshire Police offered the marking 
service to Defender owners over a three 
week period in November and December 
2012. During this time officers were on 
hand to mark high-value parts of the 
vehicles with SelectaDNA.

PCSO Jonathan Taylor from the Bakewell 
Safer Neighbourhood Team said: “The 

idea behind the security marking 
is to act as a deterrent to would-be 
thieves who know how substances 
like SelectaDNA work. It will also 
help reunite Land Rover owners 
with their vehicle or parts if they are 
stolen and recovered by police.”
Sergeant Andy Wordsworth, who is in 
charge of the Bakewell team, added: 
“These kits are absolutely fantastic, 
letting us mark many different 
sections of the vehicle from doors 
to spare wheels and parts of the 
engine. We had a great response to 
this vehicle safety campaign.”

Selectamark Security Systems plc, 1 Locks Court, 429 Crofton Road, 
Locksbottom, Kent, BR6 8NL. Telephone: +44 (0)1689 860757  

For further press information and images contact: Angela Singleton, 
Press Officer for Selectamark. Telephone: +44 (0)7905 623 819    
Email: angela.singleton@selectamark.co.uk
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For more information visit

www.selectadna.co.uk
or contact 
+44 (0)1689 860757

Permanent Visible Marking

Land Rover Owners 
Rev Up For Security

Allotment Theft 
Reduced By 100%

THERE has been a 100% reduction in 
theft from allotments in an area of 
Wrexham following the introduction 
of an Allotment Watch scheme and 
the use of SelectaDNA Trace to mark 
garden tools and equipment.

The initiative in Rhosddu was set up 
by Police Community Support Officer 
Mary Argent working with Wrexham 
Borough Council & Community 
Safety Partnership and Flintshire 
Neighbourhood Watch Association to 
deter crime and vandalism and 
reassure plot holders.

The council runs four allotment sites 
across the town and surrounding 
villages, with more than 300 
allotment holders. Volunteers at each 
site liaise directly with police and feed 
messages back to fellow allotment 
holders on their site. 

Following the use of SelectaDNA 
Trace, which can be sprayed onto 
items of gardening equipment such 
as strimmers, lawnmowers and 
hedge trimmers leaving a unique 
marking which can be traced back to 
the owner, there have been no 
reported thefts from allotment sites.


