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Driving a Ring around Tool and Van Theft

SelectaDNA has joined forces with 
Ring to help raise awareness of van 
and tool theft in the UK and highlight 
the impact theft has on tradespeople 
and their families. 

For trades such as builders, electricians 
and landscape gardeners, tools and 
vehicles are an essential part of their 
work and livelihood. However they are 
regularly targeted by thieves as they 
often cost hundreds, if not thousands 
of pounds to buy and are easy to sell 
on via websites or boot fairs. To add 
to the problem, thieves will often 
target that same tradesperson or 
business after a few months as they 
know that the stolen tools will have 
been replaced with brand new ones, 
as tradespeople are unable to earn a 
living without them.

According to data from the 
Metropolitan Police, almost £57,000 
of tools were stolen every day in 
London alone in 2020. And according 
to research from the Federation of 

Master Builders (FMB), 51% of builders 
in the UK have been victims of tool 
theft, with a van broken into every 23 
minutes.

SelectaDNA and Ring are launching 
a campaign that will help raise 
awareness of van and tool theft and 
offer advice on the steps that Britain’s 
tradespeople can take to protect their 
vans, tools, and businesses.

Thieves can be deterred by forensically 
marking tools with a SelectaDNA 
Tools and Equipment kit which also 
helps recover items and equipment 
in the event of theft.  By marking 
each valuable item with SelectaDNA 
– a unique formula of DNA, UV tracer 
and microdots - and displaying a 
warning sticker in your vehicle, then 
the chances of theft are reduced 
dramatically. Criminals view items 
marked with SelectaDNA as too 
high risk and are further put off from 
stealing them as they have little or no 
resale value.

Since they were founded in 2013, 
Ring has been on a mission to make 
neighbourhoods safer. From the 
first-ever video doorbell, to the award-
winning DIY Ring Alarm system. Ring 
are committed to making home and 
neighbourhood security accessible and 
effective for everyone - while working 
hard to bring communities together. 

The collaboration between SelectaDNA 
and Ring will cross print, radio and 
social media and highlights the impact 
that tool and van theft has on a 
business and our joint commitment to 
help tackle the issue.

There will also be competitions to 
win security products including 
SelectaDNA Tools and Equipment kits 
and Ring products.

Security...
It’s in our DNA!

SelectaDNA and Ring have teamed up to tackle the problem of van 
and tool theft in the UK.
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Virgin Media are engaging in a new broadband cabinet 
replacement project to ensure their street furniture is 
undamaged in order to provide the best possible service 
to customers.

As part of the operation, they are keen to deter battery and 
cable theft from the cabinets which would affect customers 
accessing telephone services or cable television.

To this end, engineers have been busy forensically 
marking battery packs contained within the cabinets with 
SelectaDNA and placing deterrent warning stickers on the 
outside of each piece of new street furniture.

After a series of thefts from garden sheds in the area, 
Humberside Police were out in Humberston recently 
promoting crime reduction strategies to local residents.

Often the security of gardens and the outbuildings in them 
are forgotten about, while people focus on ensuring homes 
are safe. However, by making a few modifications, sheds 
and garages along with the equipment stored in them, can 
be made more secure. 

Tips from Humberside Police to protect sheds, garages 
and gardens:

      Homeowners should make sure that sheds and garages 
have good quality locks and hinges.

      They should consider fitting deterrents in the garden 
like movement sensitive floodlights as these will leave 
thieves feeling exposed. Likewise alarms on sheds and 
garages will deter thieves as they would not want to be 
spotted in outbuildings taking property.

      Garden tools, DIY equipment and leisure items such as 
fishing and golf equipment should be locked away in 
storage cupboards within outbuildings to form a second 
line of defence to thieves.

      Motorbike and pedal cycles should also be locked, even 
when they are in a shed or garage.

      As well as protecting property in sheds and garages, 
people can also stop thieves stealing plants by using 
heavy plant pots which will be less desirable to walk off 
with and ensure that unused garden furniture and tools 
are stored securely out of sight.

      To assist the police in recovering and returning stolen 
property, people should register valuables.

PS Jarratt advised: “Mark up your property with SelectaDNA 
property marking. Make your property too hot to handle.”

Forensic property marking kits are being handed out to 
households in Bearsden, Glasgow, to tackle break-ins as 
part of Operation Delphinus.

East Dunbartonshire community police have been 
providing the SelectaDNA kits to homes in the Glasgow 
suburb and educating residents about crime prevention 
measures.

DNA kits are used to mark a household’s property with a 
unique code and protect it from theft. It can be used to 
mark property, such as tablets, mobile phones or laptops, 
and then the number is recorded in a secure database so 
the items can be easily traced back to their owner. 

A similar crime prevention scheme using SelectaDNA was 
implemented last year in Govanhill and successfully 
reduced housebreakings.

Following the theft of expensive items of greenkeeping 
equipment at The Roxburghe Hotel & Golf Course at Kelso, 
all replacement items have been marked with SelectaDNA 
by officers from Police Scotland.

Set in the countryside of the Scottish Borders, this 
historic estate features a twenty bedroom luxury hotel, a 
championship golf course and a range of outdoor activities.

Street Cabinets Secured Against Battery Theft

Don’t Forget To Protect Your Shed

Marking The Town & The Borders
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In fact, a survey conducted by trade union Usdaw 
reports that almost two-thirds (62%) of the 4,928 workers 
surveyed said they had experienced verbal abuse 
since lockdown began, while almost a third had been 
threatened by a customer and 4% had been assaulted.

However, some of these attacks could have been prevented 
from ever taking place by using products already in use 
by the Police, called SelectaDNA Tagging Sprays. They are 
compact offender marking sprays used to deter personal 
attack and criminal behaviour and can be deployed without 
the need for physical intervention.

SelectaDNA offer a range of tagging sprays including 
Defence, Elite Defence and DNA Tagging spray.

Security teams at Harrods, JD Sports and Westgate shopping 
centres are carrying the SelectaDNA Defence Spray 
(pictured) to prevent crime, as well as officers at Liverpool 
FC’s stadium Anfield who use it to deter unrest around the 
ground.  By equipping specially trained security officers and 
police with this synthetic DNA spray that tags offenders 
with a unique forensic ID code, it gives them a valuable tool 
that can help track down suspects and link them directly to 
a crime scene.

Commercial guards and patrol officers working for Venture 
Security across the UK have been carrying the sprays to 
provide an extra layer of protection as they go about their 
day-to-day work making sure people, stock, equipment, and 
premises are safe.

Paul Howe, Managing Director of Venture Security, said: 
“The spray gives our officers confidence that they have the 
means to act positively in situations where they might not 
necessarily be able to restrain offenders.”

Anyone carrying one of the tagging sprays will have 
received specialist operational training from security 
company Selectamark that produces them. Officers and 
guards can then use the spray to mark offenders with 
a solution that’s invisible to the naked eye and almost 
impossible to remove. The solution is easily identifiable 
under UV light, and irrefutably links criminals with crimes.

The sprays are also being used by over half the police 
forces in the UK including West Midlands, West Yorkshire, 
Merseyside, Cheshire, Surrey, the Met Police and Police 
Scotland to tackle anti-social behaviour and motorcycle-
related crime.

The threat of criminals carrying out drive-by thefts – often 
on stolen mopeds and scooters as victims walk along the 
pavement – has surged dramatically in recent years.  There 
is also an increase in the use of electric bikes and e-scooters 
to commit muggings, snatches and even commercial 
robberies and shoplifting.

SelectaDNA Tagging Sprays have become one of the main 
tactics used by police officers to tackle these gangs. And 
as police figures show, the spray technology reduced 
moped-related crimes by 52% in London and 60% in 
Edinburgh in 2018. It also reduced incidents of motorbike 
crime by 70% in Sunderland and South Tyneside when 
used by Northumbria Police in 2018. “It is an extremely 
strong deterrent,” said James Brown, Managing Director of 
SelectaDNA. “It has worked for the Police for many years, 
and now retailers and providers of SIA licenced security 
officers are starting to see the benefits SelectaDNA brings in 
reducing criminal activity.”

New Line of Defence for Retailers
Despite being classified as ‘essential workers’ during the COVID-19 crisis, shop 
workers reported a shocking rise in violence and verbal abuse directed at them 
during the pandemic.
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Nuisance motorbikes are a concern amongst the 
residents of North East Lincolnshire, and Humberside 
Police say that those involved in this type of activity are 
often involved in other criminal and anti-social behaviour. 

In a bid to tackle unlawful use of motorbikes and 
mopeds, Operation Yellowfin has launched using a special 
DNA spray, which has already resulted in successfully 
recovering a stolen motorbike (see Tweet). The spray 
marks suspects with a solution of unique DNA code and 
UV marker that is invisible to the naked eye and almost 
impossible to remove. The solution is easily identifiable 
under UV light, and irrefutably links offenders with offences.

Inspector Martin Hopper, leading Operation Yellowfin in 
North East Lincolnshire said, “This is another really good 
example of work we are doing to reduce the number of 
motorbikes, mopeds and quad bikes ridden unlawfully in 
our area.

“Having spoken to so many of our local residents, we know 
it’s an area that really concerns them and we are committed 
to tackling this issue.

“Introducing this new technology will contribute to 
reducing anti-social behaviour and criminal activity and 
will, most importantly, reduce the nuisance caused to our 
communities.

“One of the key roles of our local Neighbourhood Policing 
Teams is to be out and about in their communities and 
support those riding their motorbikes and mopeds in 
accordance with the law.

“This DNA spray is just one more step in tackling the 
crime and antisocial behaviour caused by nuisance 
motorcycles, and we continue to look at new innovations 
and ways in which to reduce the impact of anti-social 
riding.”

Operation Yellowfin Tackles Nuisance Bikers

SelectaDNA was recently featured in an excellent item on 
the BBC1’s Frontline Fightback series which explores how 
smart technology and specialist tactics are being used to 
bring offenders to justice. 

The film included footage of our hi- tech forensic lab and 
an interview with SelectaDNA MD James Brown, who 
explained that the main aim of SelectaDNA is to deter 
theft and aid in tracing ownership if items are stolen and 
recovered by the police. For people looking to protect their 
assets, being able to link stolen goods with specific owners 
is an added deterrent. SelectaDNA is specially designed to 
do this through its Secure Asset Register.

SelectaDNA Underground Protection Spray systems 
have been deployed out into the field to protect critical 
infrastructure stored in an underground PIT environment.

Openreach have deployed several units to deter and 
prevent thieves from targeting their assets, further 
strengthening the security of their assets.  

As well as deploying SelectaDNA, the system has GSM 
capability which allows for live alerts to be sent from the 
unit, this enables Openreach to respond in real time to any 
potential incidents of attempted theft.

SelectaDNA in Frontline Fightback Asset Protection against Cable Theft
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The total theft of catalytic converters throughout the UK 
(by March 2021) was already approaching last year’s total 
of 15,000, which itself was a 33% increase on that of 2019. 

The thieves attraction to these devices, which reduce 
the emissions of pollutants from many vehicles into the 
atmosphere, is that they contain precious metals like 
platinum, gold, palladium and rhodium.

The replacement value of these ‘Cats’ is around £1,000, 
although the damage caused in removing them usually 
leaves victims paying out £2,000 for the repair and a 
replacement.

Many victims do not report their theft to their insurance 
company, for fear of paying a higher premium on their 
policy, nor do they report the theft to the police. This 
unfortunately has the potential to throw the actual Cat theft 
totals out by up to another 50%.

This epidemic has hit London hard. Detective Chief 
Inspector James Stanyer, the Met Police’s lead officer for 
motor vehicle crime, said: “The criminals involved in stealing 
catalytic converters often commit their offences in full view 
of the owners of the vehicle and other members of the 
public, leaving them shocked and terrorised.”

Mark Silvester, a West Midlands Police crime prevention 
manager, said: “Converter theft is a hard nut to crack, but 
tougher enforcement of scrap dealers is a good place to 
start. Many of these stolen converters surface on internet 
sales sites, so we have launched pop-up advertisements 
warning people about rogue parts when they’re browsing. 
We’ve also identified and raided over 100 chop shops 
where stolen cars are broken for parts.”

James Brown, Managing Director of Selectamark, said “Once 
an unmarked converter has been removed from a vehicle it 
is extremely difficult to match it to that particular vehicle as 
it does not have any distinguishing marks.

“Whilst an accredited tilt alarm or a cage or clamp makes 
the theft much more difficult, the problem is more easily 
solvable by simply marking the Cat with a permanent, 
visible mark that can be identified immediately to a vehicle/
owner by the police, allowing arrests to be made and the 
device repatriated to the victim. The Selectamark solution 
even provides a free, online search function for buyers to 
make sure they are not accepting stolen goods. A deterrent 
warning sticker should also be displayed in the vehicle 
window to prevent theft and before any damage has taken 
place.”

High Cost of Catalytic Converter Theft

Back in December 2018, Selectamark sold a SelectaDNA 
Commercial Kit to Mark Garrison, the MD of Premier 
Car Components in Stratford upon Avon.

Mark was keen to mark some car parts that he had in stock 
as he had been warned by a friend in the trade that a new 
competitor was now operating in the same area as him. The 
friend said he had purchased a number of turbo actuators 
from the competitor via eBay and that his prices were a lot 
cheaper than those at Premier Car Components. 

After looking at the profile of the eBay seller online, Mark 
suspected it might be someone who worked for him and 
that he might be selling some of Mark’s own stock. 

Needing to prove that it was actually his parts that were 
being sold, Mark contacted SelectaDNA and bought a 
SelectaDNA kit and UV torch. Mark then marked his stock of 

actuators and asked his friend in the trade to reach out to 
the eBay seller and purchase some more. 

Once the transaction had taken place and the package 
arrived at the friend’s business address, our Police Liaison 
Officer, Nick Roach, came to examine them. He opened the 
sealed box they arrived in and immediately noticed that 
under UV light they all had a tell-tale security mark on them. 
Under further examination of the microdots it was clear that 
the marking matched the number of the SelectaDNA car 
marking kit we had sold to Mark.

A theft report was filed to the police and subsequently 
Renars Buls of Stratford upon Avon was arrested by 
Warwickshire Police and the case entered the Criminal 
Justice System. Buls finally pleaded guilty and has received 
a 14-month suspended sentence.

Selectamark have partnered with Road Runner to offer 15% discount on SelectaDNA marking kits for use on vehicles and tools 
& equipment. Road Runner, a trading name of Aston Lark Ltd, is an insurance broker who specialises in helping independent 
motor trade professionals source the right insurance cover.

Car Part Thief Arrested & Sentenced

Road Runner Offer
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Safer Streets Funding Is Put To Good Use

The ‘Safer Streets Fund’ was set up 
by the Home Office in October 2019 
and forms part of the government’s 
commitment to tackling crime. The 
aim is to reduce the number of thefts, 
robberies and burglaries in hotspot 
areas across the UK.

And while PCCs and their teams set 
about submitting bids into the fund 
for 2021, the money released last year 
under phase one of the scheme is 
already making a difference across 
England and Wales.

The PCC for Cheshire detailed how 
last year’s funding had been spent on 
measures including CCTV cameras 
and batches of SelectaDNA forensic 
marking spray. This leaves a mark 
on offenders’ skin or clothing which 
becomes visible to investigating 
officers with specialist lighting 
equipment.

In Llanelli, money secured by PCC 
Dafydd Llywelyn is funding new 
Community Wardens as well as various 
home and bike theft protection 
products including SelectaDNA 
property marking kits (pictured in 
orange rucksacks) and BikeRegister 
bike marking kits.

In Middlesbrough, improvements are 
being made to CCTV, street lighting, 
and alley gates. And hundreds of 
residents are receiving safe at home 
packs to explain how they can protect 
their homes with SelectaDNA.

In Northampton, door chains and 
letterbox guards are being supplied 
and fitted free of charge.

In parts of Barrow, new street lighting 
has been installed in a back alley, 
and the local council has carried out 
additional street cleaning.

SelectaDNA property marking kits are 
being offered to some households 
in Norwich to help them safeguard 
against burglary and other acquisitive 
crime.

And on Merseyside, the PCC has 
worked with Merseyside Police to set 
up a ‘Safer Streets Facebook Watch 
Party’ to update residents in North 
Birkenhead on how money there is 
being used.

APCC Crime Prevention Lead Roger 
Hirst, the PFCC for Essex, said: 
“Preventing acquisitive crimes like 
burglary and vehicle crime is not just 
about officers on the streets. It is about 
us all working together. Through 
the Safer Streets Fund, PCCs and our 
partners are encouraging communities 
to take pride in where they live and 
empowering them to make simple 
changes to cut crime and anti-social 
behaviour.”

Police and Crime Commissioners (PCC) across England & Wales have welcomed 
the news that the government will make a further £20million available to them 
through the Safer Streets Fund to tackle crime and prevent acquisitive crime.
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Reducing Crime, Detecting Crime 
& Improving Safety

Finding and returning stolen property

South Wales Police and Crime Commissioner Alun 
Michael, was successful in securing over £513,410 from 
the Safer Streets Fund and the money is being used to 
launch a crime prevention initiative in Merthyr Tydfil 
called Project Penderyn.

The Merthyr Tydfil Community Safety Partnership has 
identified the measures which will ensure Project Penderyn 
leaves ‘a crime fighting legacy’ that will benefit all of Merthyr 

town’s residents, workers and visitors, for a long time to 
come. To this end, the most ambitious property marking 
campaign ever undertaken by South Wales Police is being 
launched in Merthyr Tydfil. The aim is to reduce crime, 
detect crime and improve feelings of safety in the town.

State-of-the-art technology is being used to make life 
harder than ever for criminals, as residents will be given the 
opportunity to mark their valuables with unique SelectaDNA 
solution, making their precious property and valuables less 
attractive to steal.

Every household in the Merthyr Town Ward will be given 
a DNA property marking kit and be able to mark up to 50 
separate items of property. It means that if the property is 
ever stolen and recovered, it can be returned to the rightful 
owner. It also increases the chances that anybody involved 
in the theft of, or the handling of that stolen property, will 
be put before the courts for their crime.

The use of DNA property marking deters offenders who 
avoid committing crimes in areas where the likelihood of 
them getting caught is greater. In some areas, property 
marking has reduced burglary by as much as 80 per cent.

A Safer Streets scheme, aimed at 
protecting residents from becoming 
victims of burglary or theft is 
underway in Norwich.

The project is being funded by a 
government grant of more than 
£350,000, secured by the Police and 

Crime Commissioner for Norfolk. It 
involves officers delivering nearly 4,000 
property marking kits across the North 
Central area of Norwich.

The SelectaDNA kits act as a deterrent 
to theft and burglary and increase 
the chances of stolen items being 
returned. It also includes stickers and 
posters which can be displayed on 
property to alert people of the scheme 
and deter criminals.

As part of the delivery of these packs, 
officers will be engaging with residents 
to educate them on the Safer Streets 
initiative, how to use their kits, and 

crime prevention. Residents will also 
be encouraged to sign up to the local 
Neighbourhood Watch Scheme.

The kits will be delivered in North 
Central Norwich because it was 
identified as a key hotspot for these 
types of crime. Funding was also 
provided by the OPCCN to implement 
other security measures.

Norfolk Police and Crime 
Commissioner Giles Orpen-Smellie 
said: “Finding and returning stolen 
property is so important in supporting 
victims of crime, and these marking kits 
will really help the police to do this.”

SelectaDNA Tools & Equipment kits have been deployed 
protecting high value testing equipment used within every 
Halfords Autocentre in the UK in conjunction with bespoke 

TESA Security labels. Each Centre has a unique ID which 
enables Halfords Autocentres to fully manage their assets.

Halfords Autocentres Deploy Asset Protection
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Property Protection at Nuclear Power Station

 

SelectaDNA were proud to support EDF and the Hinkley 
Point C team during their Theft Reduction & Property 
Protection Week.

During the week, we were able to showcase our asset 
marking solutions for the construction industry and 
management tools including Asset Register.

Two new nuclear reactors are being built at Hinkley Point C, 
the first in a new generation of nuclear power stations in the 
UK providing low-carbon electricity for around six million 
homes.

Our asset protection solutions are already being used as part 
of a partnership between EDF Energy, Selectamark (which 
produces SelectaDNA) and G4S Secure Solutions. 

We have supplied Hinkley Point C with SelectaDNA 
and Secure TESA Security Labels to mark and protect 
approximately 4,000 valuable assets including tools, IT 
equipment and other electronic devices.

The Association of Chief Police 
Officers estimates that metal crime 
costs the British economy around 
£350 million each year.

Over the 12-month period leading 
up to March 2020 there were around 
15,947 metal theft offences recorded 
by the police in England and Wales. 
This is a marked drop from the 62,075 
cases recorded at the peak in 2013, but 
since 2016 the number of recorded 
incidents of metal theft that seemed to 
have plateaued, are now rising again. 

The price of copper has also increased 
by over 60% in the last eight months 
(to May 2021) and with the economic 
fallout of the pandemic starting to take 
hold, this issue is likely to resurface 
over the coming year.

These alarming statistics prompted a 
timely webinar to take place recently, 
at which James Brown, Selectamark’s 
Managing Director and Vice Chair of 
the BSIA’s Asset and Property Marking 
section, was a keynote speaker. 

Tackling Metal Crime: Enabling 
Effective Enforcement and 
Promoting Multi-Agency 
Working offered an opportunity for 
police, local authorities, the scrap 
metal industry, transport sector, 
telecommunications companies and 
other key stakeholders to examine the 
next steps for legislative change in 
tackling metal theft.

Other speakers at the event included 
Lord Faulkner, Co-Chair of the APPG 
on Metal, Stone and Heritage Crime; 
Antonia Grey, Communications and 
Public Affairs, British Metals Recycling 
Association; Superintendent Mark 
Cleland, British Transport Police; Mark 
Harrison, Head of Heritage Crime 
Strategy at Historic England; and Robin 
Edwards, Director, ONIS Consulting 
Limited.

Metal Crime is on The Rise (Again)

A new specialist police unit dedicated to Agricultural and Construction Equipment (ACE) theft has been 
established by Opal, the national police intelligence team, focusing on cross border serious organised 
acquisitive crime that works in partnership with the public and private sector. This is a significant step in 
reducing rural crime in the UK and SelectaDNA has pledged its support to Opal and the ACE unit. 

Opal Serves Up an ACE
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Police Add To Their Crime Prevention Capabilities

 
An event facilitated by the Police Crime Prevention 
Academy has seen officers and staff from Norfolk 
Constabulary adding to their crime prevention 
capabilities to support Norfolk’s rural and farming 
communities.

The rural issues event hosted by Easton College, near 
Norwich, followed on from local delivery of an accredited 
Level 3 crime prevention qualification by the Academy to 25 
police officers and staff from Norfolk. 

The qualification enhances officers’ skills, knowledge and 
expertise in crime prevention, helping to increase the 
capacity of local communities to play an effective role in 
preventing crime and anti-social behaviour.

Nick Roach, Police Liaison for Selectamark, gave a 
presentation and practical demonstration at the event 
around what we can offer for tackling the county’s rural 
crime issues.

Nick said “We have a long history of working with Norfolk 
Constabulary so it was great to bring officers up to speed 
on the products we have available for use in a rural 
environment, to both prevent and detect crime and 
in some cases provide conclusive evidence to secure 
convictions.

“I was especially excited to demonstrate the fact that we 
have a search dog who can detect Selectamark products. 
We are the only forensics company in the world that have 
this capability and it makes the search for marked items 
much easier. 

“SelectaDNA is being used all over the country to reduce 
instances of acquisitive crime and we are positive it will have 
the same impact on Norfolk’s rural communities.”

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lockdown movement restrictions, police rural crime 
teams, and increased farm security helped to curb crime 
over the pandemic, with most parts of the UK seeing an 
overall decrease in cost.

NFU Mutual, which offers insurance to the farming 
community, estimates that rural theft cost the UK £43.3m in 
2020, a 20% decrease on the previous year. 

While the number of theft claims went down during 
lockdown, thieves struck harder as the average cost rose to 
£4,425 – up from £4,128 in 2019. 

However, skilled and highly-organised criminals continued 
to plague farmyards during the pandemic, stealing tractor 
GPS systems, high value quad bikes and ATVs worth millions 
of pounds.

The cost of agricultural vehicle theft claims reported to NFU 
Mutual remained high at £9.1m as gangs capitalised on the 
countryside. GPS theft cost £2.9m almost twice last year’s 
figure, while Quad and ATV theft cost £2.5m.

In a bid to make quads more easily identifiable, rural 
police forces across the UK including Breconshire Police 
(pictured) have been marking quads with SelectaDNA 
so that if they are stolen and recovered by police, they 
can be traced back to the individual farmer.

Rural Theft: GPS Systems, Quads and ATVs Targeted
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Tracing Tool Thieves

Danish construction sites are losing approximately DKK 
600 million (over £68 million) of building materials, tools 
and machinery every year.

SelectaDNA’s Danish distributor Henrik Olsen works closely 
with local police to help identify and catch some of the 
thieves, who sometimes work for the company they steal 
from.

Henrik said: “Any theft of materials or tools means downtime 
and additional costs, perhaps also a time-consuming 
dialogue with the insurance company.”

He continued: “It’s actually very simple to safeguard one’s 
assets. You can start by making a list of what kind of tools 
you have, who has them, and make sure that they are 
securely stored. 

“In addition, you can mark the tools with SelectaDNA so 
that you get them back if they are stolen and recovered by 
police. Marked items are completely unattractive to thieves 
who see them as branded and traceable.”

There have been times when Henrik has been alerted to the 
presence of stolen marked batteries. “In that case we will 
contact the police, who can then go round and knock on 
the door, reveal the theft and hold the thieves accountable,” 
he said. 

“We have videoed a number of these searches. They are 
usually fairly undramatic. After all, there’s not much you can 
say when police find 25-30 stolen drills or other machines in 
your apartment,” explained Henrik.

But the police can’t always seize all stolen tools and hold 
thieves accountable.

“Police can only seize those tools that can be unequivocally 
identified as stolen and where the real owner can also be 
identified. “For example, if it just says ‘Karl’ or ‘Svend’ on the 
tool or it has got a dollop of paint on the handle, then the 
police must leave it.” 

“On the other hand,” he stressed “They can seize any 
machine that is DNA-labelled that can clarify the right 
ownership.”

In New Zealand, our distributor is working with a large infrastructure company on a covert mission to stop major theft 
from timber yards. Due to the sensitive nature of the operation we are unable to disclose further details at the moment.

Knocking Down Timber Theft
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS

To Catch a (Jewellery) Thief
Truman Jewelers in Albany, New York, were the target of 
a snatch and grab burglary earlier this year.

A man walked around the store, reached behind the 
counter and grabbed merchandise. In total, the suspect 
made off with about $4,000 worth of jewellery. 

But what he didn’t know is that he’d been tagged with a 
mist, which later helped police connect him to the crime 
after his arrest.

The store is the first in downtown New York to utilize this 
forensic marking technology, created by SelectaDNA, 
following its installation in January 2020. 

SelectaDNA Spray can be armed by a panic button and/
or linked to an existing alarm system. Once triggered, 

movement beneath the sensor causes the spray head 
to emit a burst of unique SelectaDNA solution on to the 
offender. The code in the solution is traceable back to the 
scene of the crime.

“For me, the really positive thing for the client and my staff 
is that all we have to do is activate the system and let the 
police do their job,” said Paul Crabbe, owner of Truman 
Jewelers.

Crabbe said the spray offers peace of mind while also 
making sure if a crime is committed, there’s a good chance 
for closure.

“Sometimes you don’t have that in situations so it worked 
out well,” Crabbe said.

A well-known department store in Paris is using 
SelectaDNA Intruder Spray to protect against shop-lifting 
and robbery.

A number of entrance and exit points at the iconic La 
Samaritaine, which was founded in 1870, have been 
fitted with the spray, which emits a fine uniquely-coded 

mist onto an offender when triggered during a robbery, 
proving without doubt that they were at the scene of the 
crime. Security guards at the store, which has 90 different 
departments, will soon be using the SelectaDNA Defence 
spray, a handheld device which makes it easier for them to  
deter criminal behaviour.

While we would have much rather seen our distributors 
in person, we held a Virtual Distributor Conference in 
April this year instead. 

Our Marketing Team put together an engaging online 
programme of events that allowed us to share latest news 
and best practice during these challenging trading times. 

Among the topics covered during the conference were 
product updates (including two new products we are 
excited to be bringing to market soon), sales and marketing 
updates, operations details, web development and case 
studies of successful crime prevention schemes using 
SelectaDNA.

Police in Sweden are supporting a new scheme to 
mark boats and marine equipment in a harbour in 
Gothenburg. 

The scheme has just launched this summer and is 
encouraging all local boat owners to get their boats 
marked with SelectaDNA. In the event that a boat or 
piece of equipment is stolen, it can be easily traced 
back to the owner and would be difficult for the thief 
to sell on.

Famous Department Store Deploys Spray

Virtual Distributor Conference

Keeping Ahead of a Crime Wave
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Permanent Visible Marking

Selectamark Secure Asset 
Register & BikeRegister

Certi�ed to LPS1224: Issue 3
Certi�cate number 497b/01 to 02

Selectamark and Supermark
Overt Marking Systems

Certi�ed to LPS 1225: Issue 3
Certi�cate number 497a/01 to 07

Selectamark Secure Asset 
Register & BikeRegister

Certi�ed to LPS1224: Issue 3
Certi�cate number 497b/01 to 02

Selectamark and Supermark
Overt Marking Systems

Certi�ed to LPS 1225: Issue 3
Certi�cate number 497a/01 to 07

SelectaDNA Domestic  Violence & Abuse Solutions
SelectaDNA are able to supply a number of solutions to tackle the growing issue of domestic 
violence/abuse.  Using our unique, synthetic DNA technology you will be able to irrefutably link 
offenders to victims’ homes and secure convictions if crimes are committed.

Property Marking Kits

Possessions are often taken from the home of the victim and 
used  to strike fear into them. By forensically marking them with 
a unique SelectaDNA solution, you will be able to prove true 
ownership of any suspected stolen items and prove that the 
perpetrator entered the home.

Handheld Defence Spray & Covert Micro Spray

Our two spray solutions will allow victims, and the police, to prove 
that  a perpetrator was present in the home. The police will be 
trained on how  to deploy the sprays, which they can then pass 
on to members of the public who are vulnerable to domestic 
violence/abuse. The micro spray has a new, perfume-style 
atomiser that is very small and discreet and is much less likely to 
be noticed by an offender when held and deployed.

Stand-alone Intruder Spray

This spray system can be mounted onto the ceiling by any door 
that  a perpetrator would likely use to gain access to a property. 
It can be linked to the alarm system already installed in the 
house or activated by the victim through the use of a panic 
button. Once activated, an alert will be sent via SMS or email to 
a dedicated number of contacts and the spray will prove the 
presence of a perpetrator in the home.

Transferable Markers

Trespass beads can be deployed on the ground as a covert 
solution.  Once stepped on, the beads will burst, and a solution 
will transfer on to the footwear of the offender. Please note, 
these beads can only be placed on private property and not on 
a residential street. Grease and Gel can also be used to identify 
criminals tampering with property or entering a premises 
illegally. Gel is specifically designed for indoor use, on things 
such as door handles and windowsills whereas Grease is for 
outdoor use. Both of these will transfer onto the criminals hands 
or clothing and remain there for weeks.


