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We won the Innovative Security Project 
award for our work with the Metropolitan 
Police who are deploying our DNA 
Tagging Spray to reduce moped crime 
as part of Operation Venice.

The Selectamark team are pictured 
with the Op Venice team, Commander 
Amanda Pearson, and Dr Paul Harrison 
from the Government’s Defence Science 
& Technology Laboratory. The BSIA 
holds its annual awards to celebrate 
excellence in security. Summing up 
why SelectaDNA was chosen to win 
the award, the BSIA said: “SelectaDNA 
Tagging Spray is an innovative product 
that deters and prevents personal attack 
and criminal behaviour, including moped 
and motorcycle enabled crimes, and has 
been a major factor in the reduction in 
the number of times scooters were used 

to commit crime, leading to numerous 
arrests and successful convictions.”

Chief Executive of the BSIA, Mike 
Reddington, added: “The British Security 
Awards is a major celebration in the 
security industry calendar that recognises 
the talent and commitment of our 
industry’s finest.  

 “We have an industry fit to burst with 
positive ambassadors from within our 
sector; from young officers starting out 
to seasoned professionals - every one 
of them recognised today for having 
gone above and beyond expectations, 
demonstrating courage, innovation, 
customer service and contribution 
to the industry. 

“Today’s winners and finalists should 
be very proud of their achievements, 

as indeed both we and the industry they 
represent are in rewarding them today.” 

Met Police Chief Inspector Jim Corbett 
said: ‘“Through the assistance of 
SelectaDNA and the Home Office,  
the creation of forensic tagging DNA 
spray has assisted in the identification  
of offenders and reduction of moped  
and motorcycle offending, where we 
have seen a reduction of over 50%.

“Over 13,000 officers have been 
trained in its use and it is proving to 
be advantageous as one of the many 
tactics used by Operation Venice. The 
spray is providing supporting evidence, 
linking moped and motorcycle enabled 
offenders and their criminality, and 
assisting with the reduction of moped 
enabled criminality.”

Security...
It’s in our DNA!

SelectaDNA was proud to scoop a prestigious award at the 
2019 BSIA British Security Awards held in London recently. 

Success At The British Security Awards

Operation Venice update on page 5
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Reducing Crime On The London 
North Western Route
The UK’s rail network is designed to fail safe, which means that when a cable 
is cut trains are brought to a standstill. This protects passengers but can lead 
to lengthy, frustrating delays while the problem is found and fixed safely.

To this end, Network Rail is now using our permanent 
cable marking solution, MetallicDNA, on its London North 
Western (LNW) route, which runs from London to Carlisle. 

The marking will allow them to uniquely identify specific 
sections of cable. If a theft occurs it can be pinpointed back 
to a 300 metre section of rail. 

Deterrent warning signage is being used in areas where 
the solution is being deployed to deter criminals. 

Network Rail has also been supplied with covert forensic 
markers to deploy in both hotspot areas and where they might 
have intelligence that a location is going to be targeted.

Leading the project is Andrea Graham, Incident Officer for 
the LNW route. Andrea is a former BTP Chief Inspector. 

The LNW route runs from London Euston in the South, 
through the West Midlands, the North West of England and 
Cumbria before joining with Scotland at Gretna. The West 
Coast Mainline section is the busiest mixed use railway in 
Europe, and the section from London to Birmingham is due 
to grow significantly during the next 20 years. Keeping 
trespass, vandalism and theft to an absolute minimum 
therefore remain one of Network Rail’s highest priorities.

Since Network Rail implemented programmes to protect valuable assets and 
infrastructure around  Derby and Bradford on the London North Eastern & East 
Midlands route in March, there have been no reported incidents of theft. Cable, 
batteries, plant, test equipment and generators have all been DNA marked and 
registered on SelectaDNA’s Secure Asset Register with signage used in protected 
areas acting as a powerful deterrent.

DA0313/2

DNA FORENSIC
MARKING IN USE
TO REPORT ANY SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY, CALL THE

BRITISH TRANSPORT POLICE ON 0800 40 50 40

IN AN EMERGENCY ALWAYS CALL 999

No Reported Thefts from Protected LNE Route
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New Asset Protection For The UK’s 
Digital Network
Openreach, which runs the UK’s digital network, has chosen a new way 
to protect tens of thousands of assets being used by its field engineers.

Mobile phones, tablets, laptops, and valuable tools and 
equipment such as fibre splicers, telecom testers, fibre 
compressors and gas detector units, are now being marked 
with SelectaDNA and high security TESA labels.

SelectaDNA is a forensic property marking product that contains 
a unique synthetic DNA code that is traceable. The product is 
almost invisible when applied but can be seen under UV light.

In the event that a mobile device or laptop is lost or stolen, it can 
be quickly and easily traced back to Openreach if recovered.

Security is being further enhanced by the use of visible TESA 
labels containing asset ID numbers that can be kept track of.  
TESA labels are the most secure, durable and weather resistant 
self-adhesive label available, making them ideal for use by 
engineers working outdoors.

Openreach is a wholly-owned subsidiary of BT Group that looks 
after the copper wires and fibre cables that connect homes 
and businesses to phone and broadband. Their team of highly 
experienced engineers tackle complicated engineering problems  
from coordinating works with councils, highways agencies, 
energy suppliers and landowners, to installing and maintaining 
the complex kit that provides fibre broadband services.

James Brown, MD of Selectamark added: “Openreach were 
looking for a forensic marking product to protect these assets, 
which was secure, proven to deter theft and provided by a 
professional and trusted organisation. We are delighted to be 
working with Openreach on this project.”

The Kelly Group, a leading telecommunications and utilities service provider, have adopted the use of SelectaDNA to 
mark and protect hundreds of its fleet of commercial vehicles from theft and damage. The Thatcham approved kit allows 
you to covertly mark around 50 hidden areas of a van with a unique, synthetic DNA liquid that can be linked back to the 
vehicle and its registered keeper. Kelly have a fleet of 2,500 vehicles which operate all over the UK, and they were looking 
for a cost-effective solution which provided a powerful deterrent to thieves. 

Kelly Fleet Services Use DNA To Protect Vans



44

From The Catwalk...

...To The High Street

One of the world’s top fashion houses and luxury retailer 
Chanel has had SelectaDNA Intruder Spray fitted at two 
London stores following an attempted smash & grab and 
a ram raid at the newly-restored Walton Street boutique. 

SelectaDNA Intruder Spray is the ultimate commercial burglary 
and robbery deterrent, and an ideal way for businesses, shops, 
banks and other premises to protect their valuable stock and 
assets. The spray can be linked to intruder alarm systems, or 
installed as a stand-alone system activated by a panic button. 
Once triggered, the spray will soak intruders in a solution 
containing a unique DNA code and UV tracer. Hi-vis deterrent 
warning signage is being used by Chanel on the boutique’s 
windows to indicate that the spray is installed.

22 Boots stores across the West Midlands, Yorkshire, Southampton 
and Bristol have had SelectaDNA Intruder Spray installed so that 
they are now fully protected across shopfront windows and all 
access points. 

The system is primarily there to combat break-ins at night targeting 
perfumes. The company was looking to protect stores based 
on risk profile after suffering a series of attacks on perfume counters 
including one in Bakewell where a hammer was used to smash  
the front window in; and another in Hexham where thousands  
of pounds worth of stock was taken.

Hi-Tech Weapon 
Against Rioters

Spray Places Offender 
At Crime Scene

French political magazine L’Express ran a story about 
SelectaDNA Tagging Spray being used to supplement the 
tear gas and water cannons deployed by French police when 
the recent ‘Yellow Vest’ protests in Paris took a violent turn. 

The use of the spray, which is odorless and colourless was 
announced by Prime Minister Edouard Philippe as part of a 
package of measures to halt further crime from the rioters 
and looters who took the opportunity to join the protests. 
The spray contains UV markers which sit on skin and clothing 
(even after washing) and could help police identify rioters 
even weeks after the event.

In Belgium, SelectaDNA Intruder Spray was deployed 
against an offender in a gold exchange shop in Antwerp. 

The suspect was arrested for another robbery and later 
(inconclusively) linked by security video recordings to this 
case which happened around the same time, in the same 
area. Video images show a person being sprayed wearing 
the same clothing but no clear (facial) recognition. A police 
lab has confirmed traces of UV from the spray are on the 
offender’s clothing, which places him at the scene of the 
crime. The man has since pleaded guilty. 
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TAGGING SPRAY SUCCESS SUPPLEMENT

53% Reduction In Moped-Enabled 
Crime In London
New tactics from the Metropolitan Police Service to tag offenders committing 
moped-enabled crime in London have played a major role in its significant 
reduction. 

Over 6,000 Tagging Sprays have been handed to Met officers 
on the streets. In terms of actual use, there have been 113 active 
deployments, with a significant 46% positive outcome rate.  
There have been 44 arrests so far linked to the SelectaDNA 
Spray and several convictions.

In separate figures, two of London’s most targeted areas have 
seen even greater reductions in crime. The Met reported that 
moped crime in the London Boroughs of Camden and Islington 
has fallen by more than 60% in 2019 compared with the same 
period in 2018.

The introduction of the new SelectaDNA 
Tagging Spray appears to have been 
a major factor in this decline, with 
offenders now realising that the police 
finally have a method of proving without 
doubt they were at the scene of the 
crimes they commit. 

The spray can be aimed by officers at 
moped offenders, marking the bikes, 
clothing and skin of any riders and 
passengers with a uniquely-coded but 
invisible synthetic DNA that will provide 
forensic evidence to link them to a 
specific crime.  

Latest year-on-year figures for moped 
crime show that in May 2018 to April 2019 
there were 10,909 offences across London 
compared to May 2017 to April 2018 when 
there were 23,158 offences (12,249 fewer 
offences) - a reduction of 52.9%.  

Going Viral
A video clip from the recent Channel 5 documentary ‘Snatch & 
Grab: Moped Gangs on the Rampage’ has gone viral showing 
specialist Met Police t-pack drivers chasing a moped offender 
through the streets of London, tactically knocking him from his 
bike and spraying him with tagging spray before arrest. The clip 
attracted more than 1m hits on Facebook alone in just 24 hours. 

1m+
hits on Facebook 
in 24 hours
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TAGGING SPRAY SUCCESS SUPPLEMENT

A nuisance biker has been caught by Durham Constabulary 
using SelectaDNA’s unique DNA tagging spray. 

Declan Drummond was riding a stolen KTM dirt bike on 
High Row, in Darlington, when he was sprayed with the tagging 
spray by police officers.  The 18-year-old was arrested by officers 
later that day,  who found the spray on his bike and clothing.

He was charged with a number of offences, including handling 
stolen goods, driving without due care and attention, driving 
otherwise than in accordance with a licence, driving without 
third party insurance and obstructing an officer.

Drummond, of School Aycliffe, was remanded in custody and 
appeared at court on February 25 where he pleaded guilty to the 

offences. He was given a 12 month community order and given 
points on his licence. He was also fined and ordered to pay court 
costs and a victim surcharge.

Inspector Chris Knox, from Darlington Neighbourhood Police 
Team, said: “We have recently started using the DNA tagging 
spray to tackle nuisance off-road bikers. This is the first time it 
has been used in Darlington with a positive result where the 
offender was identified as a result of the DNA spray and brought 
before the courts.”

Nuisance bikers received a personalised card from Durham Police 
at Easter, warning repeat offenders they risk serious consequences 
should they illegally ride again.

Arming police with the innovative DNA 
spray to tackle rogue motorbike riders 
has seen incidents plummet by up to 
70% in South Shields.

In September 2018, officers in Sunderland 
and South Tyneside began carrying 
SelectaDNA canisters as part of a 
crackdown on individuals illegally riding 
off-road motorbikes and mopeds.

The pilot, which was supported by 
Sunderland City Council and South 
Tyneside Council, followed concerns raised 
by local residents who could be made to 
feel intimidated or unsafe as a result of 
anti-social behaviour associated with off-
road bikes.

Areas to the north of Sunderland including 
Roker, Seaburn and Fulwell have seen a 
dramatic 54% reduction in reports since 
2018. Meanwhile, the overall number of 
reports across both Sunderland and South 
Tyneside has dropped by 38% year-on-
year.

Chief Inspector Sam Rennison, of 
Northumbria Police, believes the DNA 
spray is acting as a significant deterrent 
to riders. “The figures are incredibly 
encouraging and it is no coincidence that 
we have seen a significant decrease in 
reports of motorbike-related anti-social 
behaviour across the board since the DNA 

spray pilot was introduced. 

“The success of the pilot in Sunderland 
and South Tyneside has led to the DNA 
spray being also introduced in Newcastle, 
and we have already seen some successful 
deployments which have led to arrests.”

DNA spray was deployed for the first time 
in South Shields following a report of 
three riders driving dangerously on off-
road motorbikes. In April, the spray was 
also deployed in Newcastle following a 
spate of reports of motorcycle disorder. 
Two teenagers were arrested and a stolen 
motorcycle recovered.

Nuisance Rider Caught

Incidents Of Motorbike Crime 
Down By 70%
The ongoing success of Northumbria Police’s SelectaDNA tagging spray 
pilot has meant that it has since been extended to other areas and has led  
to significant crime reductions.
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Essex Police have been using SelectaDNA tagging spray as part 
of their highly successful operation against dangerous moped 
and motorbike riders.

Officers have been spraying illegal riders who refuse to stop for 
them as part of Operation Caesar. 

The spray provides forensic evidence to link suspects to 
crimes and has already been successfully deployed in Essex, 
with offenders arrested, off the roads and awaiting trial.  

PC Rowan Perrior recounted a recent incident: “It took us less than 
half an hour on an Op Caesar deployment to pursue this moped 
rider. The male initially stopped, then made off and we sprayed 
him as he did. We went to his home address and found the bike 
but he’d fled out the back. 

“Later that night he got in touch, presumably as we seized the bike, 
and he was reported for driving without a licence, no insurance, 
failing to stop and careless driving. The DNA spray on his face 
meant he couldn’t claim it wasn’t him, and he accepted full 
responsibility.”

Moped Offender Who Wouldn’t Stop

SelectaDNA Helps Identify ATM Gas Attack Gang
A Manchester gang that netted more than £400k via a series of ATM 
gas attacks, has been arrested as they prepared to attack a Post Office 
in Oldham.

Just one week earlier (9th February), the gang successfully 
attacked a Post Office at Heaton Moor, Stockport. However, 
on this occasion, a hi-tech marking product was activated, 
spraying members of the gang with a unique DNA code that 
stayed on their clothing and allowed them to be later identified 
and linked to the crime by Greater Manchester Police (GMP).

On 15th February, a stolen car pulled up outside the Post Office 
on Lees Road in Oldham. Within seconds, the men were pinned 
to the ground by armed police who had been tracking them. 
It was the 15th time they had set out to blow up an ATM but 
finally their spree was over. By piping gas into the machines then 
igniting it to cause an explosion, they had netted £418,500.

Following the interception by GMP, the DNA-marked gang, 
consisting of Lewis Murkin (33), Philip Clarke (32), Ryan Wilson 
(31), and Michael Cash (30), pleaded guilty to conspiracy to cause 
an explosion likely to endanger life or property and conspiracy to 
commit burglary with intent to steal; and Martin Goldstraw (43) 
pleaded guilty to conspiracy to commit burglary.

James Brown, MD of Selectamark, said: “This is a brilliant result. By 
using our Surge solution in the Post Office ATM at Heaton Moor, 
clothing and bank notes were able to be positively identified after 
DNA analysis which linked the gang back to their crime scene.”

The gang’s prolific nature (they had planned 15 heists in a year), 
meant opportunities for police to gather intelligence were 
numerous. Police scanned CCTV, looking for offenders in similar 
clothing in different incidents. They examined the roles they 
played, the cars they used. Detectives also trawled telephone data 
after mapping raids.

Sgt Rick Castley, of GMP’s Serious and Organised Crime Group, 
said: “When they were arrested, they had gas canisters in the back 
of the car and all the cutting equipment. We had a surveillance 
operation, we were behind them that day. It was clear what they 
were going to do.”

During the final operation, the gang was busted. They now face 
lengthy jail terms and will be sentenced on 28th October.
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City of London Police Mark & Register 
Commuter’s Motorbikes
SelectaDNA recently teamed up with The City of London 
Police, City of London Corporation, London Fire Brigade and 
the Motorcycle Industry Association for #SafeCityBiker events 
in London. The events were held at Dowgate Fire Station and 
were designed to educate London motorcyclists on safety  
and security issues.

Security Marking kits were handed out to motorbike owners, 
and their contact details were immediately added to the Secure 
Asset Register database via the handy App, whilst they enjoyed 
a cuppa and a pastry. Disc brake locks were also handed out to 
those who did not own one themselves, and the MCIA put on  
a display of the latest electric motorbikes.

The events were a huge success and all partner agencies 
involved now intend to run them every three months.

20

FREE!! 
LOCKS, TRAINING, BIKE MARKING, FOOD AND DRINKS 
WORTH OVER £100 FOR THE FIRST 75 PEOPLE TO 
ATTEND EACH SESSION. (MORNING AND EVENING)

Dowgate Fire Station
94-95 UPPER THAMES ST, LONDON EC4R 3UE
08:00 - 10:30AM     &     16:00 - 18:30PM
EXPO FEATURING THE LATEST ELECTRIC MOTORBIKES

Voertuigen gemarkeerd!
Vehicles marked!

BUURT BEVEILIGD MET
Theft of cars in Rotterdam fell by 93% in a hot-spot area of the 
city (versus 24% for the whole city in the same period), following 
a Police security marking initiative using SelectaDNA. Even 
theft FROM cars reduced by 47% in the project area (vs. 6% for 
Rotterdam City in the same period).

The project area included a number of streets with approximately 
1,000 households in the Hillegersberg-Schiebroek neighbourhood. 
Reductions for that area, access to which from the A16 Motorway 
which leads through the Project Area-where deterrent warning 
signs are on clear display were an equally impressive 72% (theft 
of cars) and 38% (theft from cars).

The results are based on comparing 6 month time periods - 
November-April 2017/2018 and 2018/2019.

SelectaDNA’s distributor provided Car Marking Kits that included 
etching kits to permanently mark 4 of the car’s windows and 
covert markings to mark desirable parts such as airbags and 
headlights.

The results demonstrated to Rotterdam Police and car owners 
how effective overt and covert marking is to combat organised 
vehicle crime.

Rotterdam Reports Spectacular Results 
From Vehicle Crime Initiative
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Top Security For Secret 
Nuclear Bunkers
Equipment and instrumentation from a Cold War nuclear bunker which aimed 
to detect a deadly attack and warn the public has been security marked with 
SelectaDNA to protect it for posterity.

The Royal Observer Corps Association monitoring post 
known as the Skelmorlie Secret Bunker is 15 feet underground 
in a remote field near Largs in Ayrshire and is now a visitor 
attraction together with a small on-site museum.

Chief Observer (and now the museum’s curator) Frank Alexander 
has fitted it out with authentic pieces of kit including the ground 
zero indicator, designed to identify where a nuclear explosion had 
taken place, and a bomb power indicator — which would have 
measured the pressure caused by the blast. 

The historic equipment has been marked with SelectaDNA, 
a forensic solution which contains a unique DNA code that is 
now registered as belonging to the bunker. Deterrent warning 
signs were also erected to indicate that the bunker is now 
DNA protected.

The Portadown Post in Northern Ireland is another secret bunker 
that is also protected with SelectaDNA. As with Skelmorlie, 
irreplaceable equipment has been marked so that future 
generations will have the chance to see and learn from it.

Garden machinery and tools stolen from a private school 
in Surrey have been recovered due to the fact that they 
were securely labelled and registered on our Secure Asset 
Register (SAR).

The equipment, valued at around £6,000 and including a number 
of Stihl electrical items was stolen from a secured shed at the 
Duke of Kent school.

Surrey Police later recovered the tools while conducting a search 
at the suspected thief’s home address and were able to trace 
them back to the school after TESA labels used on the equipment 
led police to run a check on our Secure Asset Register. TESA labels 
are the most secure self-adhesive label and are used by clients 
such as Formula 1. They are tamper-proof, resistant to chemicals 
and have a hi-tac adhesive that can withstand temperatures of 

-50C to 200C, making them ideal for outdoor use.

The suspect has since been charged with 27 offences including 
business burglary and theft from motor vehicles. He is next at 
court in mid-September.

Ollie Riches, Head Groundsman at Duke of Kent school, which 
is set in acres of countryside, said: “We are delighted to get the 
equipment back as it would have been very expensive to replace 
it otherwise. None of the tools were damaged, so we were able 
to start using them again straight away. In fact, I am using some 
of the equipment today.”

Stolen Garden Tools Recovered
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Thousands Of Mobikes Marked 
To Deter Theft
Around 4,000 Mobikes in London are being marked with SelectaDNA in 
order to keep a handle on bike theft by acting as a deterrent to thieves.

Mobike is a smart, dock-less bike sharing platform for urban 
short trips that allows customers to end their ride in any bicycle 
parking location near to their destination.

The eco-friendly and sustainable service was previously using 
another marking solution which didn’t suit their needs, so they 
chose SelectaDNA, based upon the strong deterrent factor and 
the fact there is no annual licence fee. 

According to Mobike, the instances of theft and damage that 
they do experience tend to occur during school holidays. 
However, theft is not a huge problem for them as Mobikes 
have excellent GPS security and rear wheel locks built in. 

The bikes already have their own large, visible registration number, 
so giving each Mobike a unique ID (which they would get if they 
were registered on national cycle database BikeRegister) was not 
needed in this instance. BikeRegister is owned and maintained by 
Selectamark Security Systems, which produces SelectaDNA.

James Brown, SelectaDNA MD said: “After providing training 
at their London workshop, I was given the use of a Mobike to 
cycle back to Waterloo, and it was an excellent experience – 
comfortable and easy at the end of the journey as you can 
leave the bike in any safe location.”

Following close links with the motor trade over many 
years, we were recently approved as members of the 
Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT), 
one of the largest and most influential trade associations 
in the UK.  

SMMT is the voice of the UK motor industry and  
represents more than 800 automotive companies.  

We have also been invited to sit on the panel of its Vehicle 
Security & Insurance group. The large portfolio of Thatcham 
accredited whole Vehicle Marking solutions which we offer, 
should provide manufacturers and dealers with valuable tools  
to deter theft of vehicles during a period where vehicle crime  
is significantly on the rise.

Motor Members
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Secure Asset Register Now Offers 
Free Registration
Unique offering means that SAR is now the only approved free-to-use  
Property Register for both the Police and the Public.

“This means that members of the public no longer need to have 
a SelectaDNA kit to benefit from the UK’s leading property 
register,” said Jason Brown, SelectaDNA’s Commercial Director. 
Police can also access the database (www.secureassetregister.
com) to check whether recovered stolen goods are registered 
at no cost. 

Initially, the free registration limit is set at 10 assets per user. 
Users can then upgrade to a SelectaDNA kit to benefit from 
the deterrent value of warning stickers and marking their 
property;  or if they have more than 10 items of property  
worth registering.

SAR was developed by Selectamark, the security company that 
produces SelectaDNA, in 2010, in accordance with Police and 
Insurance requirements for online property registers. 

SAR is tested and certified to the Loss Prevention Certification 
Board’s LPS1224 Issue 3, and it is the only property database to 
hold this sought-after standard. 

Selectamark is also certified to ISO27001:2013 for its information 
security management system. This combination of database 
and information security accreditations sets SAR apart from any 
other property registers.

Competitive Prices 
For Public Sector

Selectamark Security Systems plc is now a Crown Commercial 
Service Supplier (CCS).

CCS is sponsored by the Cabinet Office and plays an important 
role helping the UK public sector save money when buying 
common goods and services. Buyers get competitive prices 
because suppliers can sell large volumes of their products and 
services to UK public sector organisations as though they were 

supplying a single customer. In 2017/18 CCS helped 17,000 
buyers save £601m of public money using CCS commercial 
agreements. SelectaDNA Commercial Director Jason Brown 
said: “We are honoured to become a Crown Commercial 
Service Supplier. The association with CCS lends great authority 
to our brands and we look forward to offering public sector 
clients the very best products, prices and service.”
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Selectamark Security Systems plc, 1 Locks Court, 429 Crofton Road, Locksbottom, Kent, BR6 8NL. 

For further press information and images contact: Angela Singleton, Press Officer for Selectamark. 
Telephone: +44 (0)7905 623 819  Email: angela.singleton@selectamark.co.uk DA0447/1

For more information visit

www.selectadna.co.uk
email
sales@selectamark.co.uk
or contact 
+44 (0)1689 860757

Selectamark Secure Asset 
Register & BikeRegister

Certi�ed to LPS1224: Issue 3
Certi�cate number 497b/01 to 02

Selectamark and Supermark
Overt Marking Systems

Certi�ed to LPS 1225: Issue 3
Certi�cate number 497a/01 to 07

To read our news stories go to www.selectadna.co.uk/news

Selectamark Secure Asset 
Register & BikeRegister

Certi�ed to LPS1224: Issue 3
Certi�cate number 497b/01 to 02

Selectamark and Supermark
Overt Marking Systems

Certi�ed to LPS 1225: Issue 3
Certi�cate number 497a/01 to 07

Work Vans Secured Against 
Criminal Damage
Housing group Berneslai Homes in conjunction with Barnsley Council are now 
working with SelectaDNA to protect their work vans against theft, break-ins 
and criminal damage.

According to new research by the Federation of Master 
Builders (FMB) more than half of builders in the UK have been 
victims of tool theft, with vans often targeted by thieves trying 
to get to the tools they believe are kept inside.

Berneslai Homes, like many other companies in the local area, 
have fallen victim to such crimes and have already taken a 
number of steps to counter them. Vehicles have been fitted  
with Thatcham alarm systems, strong boxes and Telematics 
systems and all tools are removed from unattended vehicles.

The use of SelectaDNA offers even further protection,  
by forensically marking assets and recording them on a secure 
database. A code found on an item of property or criminal  
can then be identified back to a specific owner and location.  
This technology effectively renders the tool worthless to anyone 

other than its legitimate owner.  The patented, unique forensic 
marking solution is endorsed by UK Police Forces and proving 
to be an invaluable weapon in crime prevention.

Construction Services Manager Lee Winterbottom adds:  
“Vehicle break-ins have a significant impact upon the service we 
are able to provide our customers. A van off the road that has 
sustained damage impacts upon our ability to carry out the day 
job – maintaining the homes of our tenants.

“There’s also nothing more frustrating than having to deal with a 
vehicle that has been extensively damaged by thieves – only for 
them to find it’s empty of tools. The steps we have already put 
in place have had a huge impact upon the number of incidents,  
but we felt we could do even more to protect our assets.”


