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Advanced Asset Protection

VALUABLE equipment  
at schools across the 
county of North Yorkshire 
is being protected from  
burglary and theft  
thanks to SelectaDNA  
forensic marking. 

Under a brand new contract, which 
is being funded by North Yorkshire 
County Council (NYCC), all 435 schools 
have received a new crime prevention 
kit containing a DNA property marking 
solution, property labels, tamper proof 
stickers, window deterrent labels, and 
exterior warning signs which will be 
erected on the school’s perimeter 
fencing to deter burglars.

Schools have been advised by the 
council to mark all types of valuable 
assets including computers, laptops, 
iPads, printers, scanners, TVs and 
whiteboards. They can also use the kits 
to mark power tools, lawn mowers and 
other outdoor maintenance equipment.

Sandra Langthorne, Finance Officer 
for Access and Inclusion and School 
Insurance at the council said:  

“I am pleased to announce that 
Selectamark have been awarded 
the contract for liquid forensic 
coding security in schools, children 
centres and Pupil Referral Units 
within North Yorkshire County 
Council.”

As the new SelectaDNA kits were sent 
out, the council issued clear guidance 
to all schools about how to dispose of 
out of date forensic marking kits from a 
previous supplier.

James Brown, Sales Director at 
Selectamark, said: 

“Theft from schools is generally 
committed by opportunists. One 
of the first steps in preventing theft 
is to reduce the reward associated 
with the act. Thieves are now 
aware that SelectaDNA forensic 
marking is making their job much 
harder – and as a result we are 
finding that is proving to be a very 
effective deterrent in itself.”
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SELECTAMARK’s latest product was 
recently shown to representatives 
from every section of the Slovenian 
Police after which there was a 
practical demonstration where 
the Police had the opportunity 
to sample the High Velocity DNA 
Tagging System in action.

The officers were very impressed 
with the unit both in ease and speed 
of use, as well as with the accuracy 
of the system.  

Available in pistol and rifle form, 
the tagging system allows police 
and military to remain at a safe 
distance (up to 30-40 metres) from 
a potential target while deploying 
the SelectaDNA High Velocity pellet, 
which tags a suspect and enables 
police to confirm or eliminate that 
person from involvement in a 
potentially criminal situation.

AVAILABLE in over 30 countries 
worldwide, SelectaDNA has now 
been introduced to Denmark 
following the launch of the product 
range by Danish security company 
UniSecure. The launch was covered 
by national TV news and featured 
global security brand G4S Denmark, 
SelectaDNA’s first Danish customer. 

UniSecure is delighted that G4S 
Denmark chose SelectaDNA to 
be the company’s forensic coding 
partner. G4S has initially offered the 
Home Marking kit to its customers 
and is promoting it on its website.

A Police-led, multi- agency project, 
the operation aims to allow everyone 
who lives, works and visits these 
communities to be safe and feel safe. 

The initiative sees communities 
issued with SelectaDNA Kits and 
safety aids such as smoke detectors 
aswell as tips on establishing 
neighbourhood support groups.

Two projects are already underway 
in both the Counties Manukau 
suburb of Viscount, and at Fairfield, 
Hamilton, in the Waikato region. 
A third Safe as Houses project is 
soon to launch in Wanganui.  

Area Commander of Counties Manukau 
West, Inspector Jason Hewett said 
“We wanted a holistic safety 

initiative for all the residents 
of Viscount.  In Counties 
Manukau West last year, there 
were almost 2,400 burglaries 
and that’s way too many.”
To date both Viscount and Fairfield are 
showing up to a 50% drop in activity.

The projects have garnered strong 
interest from the media with the 
Viscount project launch aired live 
on Breakfast News TV featuring an 
interview with David Morrissey, 
Director of SelectaDNA in NZ.

NZ Safety Operation 
Grabs Media Attention

DNA Tagging Is A 
Hit On The Range 

SelectaDNA 
Partners With G4S 
Denmark

International News
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COMMUNITIES across New Zealand are embracing a 
new crime prevention initiative with the introduction of 
Operation Safe as Houses.



International News

SelectaDNA 
Catches Casino 
Robber

POLICE in West Brabant Zeeland in 
the Netherlands have confirmed that 
DNA Spray traces found on a 
suspect who was arrested 
immediately after a casino robbery in 
Breda have linked him to another 
robbery at a casino in Roosendaal. 
During the first robbery two men 
armed with a firearm were sprayed 
with DNA when leaving the casino. 
One of the men has now confessed 
to both robberies and remains in 
custody. Police are still looking for 
the second robber.
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Citizens’ Initiatives 
Spread Throughout 
Germany

DNA Spray  
For Stockholm 
Pawn Shop
WITH around 80 pawn shops  
in Sweden, the pawnbroking  
industry is looking at new ways  
to protect valuable stock and is 
particularly interested in using  
DNA Spray, mainly for its effective 
deterrent value.

The system has already been fitted 
at Persson & Westling Pantbank  
in Stockholm city centre, following  
a spike in robberies in the capital 
targeting late night convenience 
stores, jewellery shops  
and pawnbrokers.

WORKING closely with Bremen Police, our German 
distributor has developed a Citizens’ Initiative that has 
helped to protect more than 3,000 homes in the northern 
part of Bremen alone.

The first Citizens’ Initiative was formed 
by Mr Detlef Gorn in Bremen in 2010. 
Mr Gorn wanted to protect his own 
home and those of his neighbours, 
more than 50% of whom had 
already been burgled. A year on, Mr 
Gorn was happy to report that no 
further burglaries had taken place.

At the end of 2011, local residents 
joined with Bremen Police and 
SelectaDNA to launch the first police-
backed Citizens’ Initiative, which 
now has more than 130 members.

Rather than issuing kits to individual 
households, residents of the 
northern districts of Bremen were 
then encouraged to join their own 
initiative consisting of a minimum 
of 10 households which would then 

qualify for SelectaDNA kits to mark 
household items of value. In 2012 the 
number of participating households 
was over 3,000 and continues to grow.

A report issued by Bremen Police in 
September 2012 compared incidents 
of burglary in 2,735 participating 
homes and 23,071 non-participating 
homes. The results showed that 

”Homes protected  
with SelectaDNA were  
10 times less likely to  
become victims of burglary.”
Citizens’ Initiatives have become part 
of police-backed crime prevention 
strategies in several cities in 
Brandenburg and have also been 
formed in Niedersachsen and Berlin.
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Virgin Batteries 
Marked To Deter 
Metal Theft

BROADBAND, cable TV and 
telecommunications supplier Virgin 
Media has been using specialist 
security labels from Selectamark 
to mark batteries in its street cable 
boxes, following theft and damage 
caused by metal thieves.

Mark Noble, Security & Risk Manager 
for Virgin Media said: 

“Virgin Media chose Selectamark 
as they understood the problems 
caused by metal theft and the 
company’s desire to more clearly 
identify assets, in this case batteries, 
which support its cable network.”

He added: 

“The cost effective solution was to 
deploy a security label to all batteries, 
in situ. The labels clearly articulate 
who the owner is and they can be 
affixed within seconds, without mess.”

“They are very, very difficult to 
remove so are a significant deterrent 
to thieves. Such easy identification 
helps enforcement action if a 
battery is stolen, whilst at the same 
time ensuring scrap metal dealers 
unavoidably know who is its  
rightful owner.”

Asda has been using the Spray system to 
guard tobacco in several petrol station 
shops following incidents of theft. 

The DNA Spray works by emitting a 
burst of forensic DNA solution when 
an offender forces entry into premises, 
marking them with an invisible and 
harmless, synthetic spray that stays on 
skin and clothing for weeks or even 
months, and provides legal evidence 
that can link the criminal to the break-in. 

The spray can be integrated into an 
existing shop alarm system or run stand-
alone with its own panic button. It has 
already been successfully deployed 

in the UK, Europe, Australia and New 
Zealand to protect banks, jewellers, 
warehouses, and other premises to 
protect valuable stock and assets.

Warning signs and window stickers 
are supplied to alert potential 
criminals that the system is in 
use and to dissuade them from 
targeting the protected premises.

Another international brand using 
DNA Spray is luxury retailer Louis 
Vuitton. The company has deployed 
the hi-tech spray system to protect 
delivery areas in northern England.

Leading Brands 
Protect Retail Stock
PETROL stations belonging to supermarket chain Asda, 
which is owned by US retail giant Walmart, are using 
SelectaDNA Spray to protect items of retail stock.



Rail Thieves Are In 
For A Shock

The specially-formulated product, which 
contains UV markers and coded metal 
particles, which is also used by German 
national railway Deutsche Bahn and 
ProRail in the Netherlands, will be used 
to mark cabling on the Kent and Sussex 
lines.  

Adam Purse, Route Crime Manager, 
Network Rail said: 

“SelectaDNA has been fantastic for 
us and has worked really well. We 
have had excellent feedback from our 
security experts LandSherriffs about 
the product. We are now set to mark 
live and redundant cable on the Kent 
and Sussex lines.”

SelectaDNA Trace has already helped LandSheriffs and 
Network Rail achieve an 86% drop in rail delay caused by 
cable theft in Anglia and is now set to protect other lines.

Council Clamps 
Down On  
Cable Theft

A COUNCIL in East London is using 
SelectaDNA to protect local housing 
estates from metal theft. 

Following cable theft from 
several blocks of flats in the area, 
SelectaDNA Trace has been used 
together with warning labels 
and signs to deter theft. Dry riser 
outlets, which form part of the fire 
suppression systems, have also been 
marked.

SelectaDNA Trace is ideal for outdoor 
metal marking projects. The solution, 
which comes in an easy-to-use 
aerosol contains a UV-Marker and 
two identifiers which identify who 
the registered owner is. 

The code on the metal particles 
contained in the solution can be 
read on-site without the need for 
laboratory analysis and is linked to a 
secure database which is accessible 
to Police at all times via a secure 
online login. 

The Council is very active on metal 
theft and has deployed its Law 
Enforcement teams to look further 
into the problem.
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Business Laptops 
Recovered

A STASH of stolen laptops has been 
returned to a business in High Wycombe 
after they were recovered by Thames 
Valley Police in an undercover operation. 

The laptops were marked with 
SelectaDNA coding, allowing officers to 
immediately trace the registered owner 
by checking on our secure database 
which is accessible to police 24 hours a 
day, 7 days a week.



On The Prowl For 
CAT Thieves

Thames Valley Police (TVP) are keen to 
raise awareness of CAT theft, following 
a spate of motor crime across the 
Abingdon, Faringdon and Wantage areas.

With ongoing demand from the Far 
East for precious metals and parts that 
are contained in them, thieves have 
been targeting larger vehicles such as 
Ford Galaxy and Mercedes Sprinter vans 
because it is easier to slide underneath 
them to steal the converter, and also 
because the CATs are bigger and 
therefore contain more precious metal.

The TVP scheme involves the use of the 
new Selectamark CAT Marking Kit, which 
contains heat resistant security stencils 
and metal etching fluid to permanently 
mark the CATs with a unique registration 
code, ensuring it will be very difficult for 
thieves to pass on stolen goods to scrap 
yard dealers.

Ali Smith, South and Vale Crime 
Prevention and Reduction Advisor, said:  

“Once an unmarked converter 
has been removed from a vehicle 
it is very difficult to link it back to 
that vehicle, as there aren’t any 
distinguishing features. 

“However, if it has been marked 
using the Selectamark product 
it will have a unique code on it, 
which can be easily linked back 
to the individual vehicle and the 
registered owner, via the Police 
approved Secure Asset Register 
database.

“If a thief tries to sell on a marked 
catalytic converter, police will not 
only be able to link the converter 
back to the car it came from, but 
will also be able to link the thief to 
the crime scene.”

A NEW crime prevention initiative using specialist kits 
to put the brakes on catalytic converter (CAT) theft from 
vehicles is underway.

Taking Care Of 
Classroom Assets 

A SECONDARY school in 
Hertfordshire has purchased a range 
of products from Selectamark to 
improve equipment management 
and prevent and deter theft.

Marriotts in Stevenage is a BSF 
(Building Schools for the Future) 
school and a specialist sports college. 
The school recently suffered the loss 
of expensive ICT equipment.

John Hansell from the school’s ICT 
department, said: 

 “Over the summer holidays 
we will be marking 800 
new laptops and other ICT 
equipment using SelectaDNA 
marking kits. We have also 
ordered barcoded TESA 
security labels and WASP  
asset tracking software 
which will help us keep a 
detailed record of all valuable 
equipment on site.”

Permanent Visible Marking
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DNA Marking For Essex 
Residents Scheme
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The Burges Estate Residents Association 
(BERA) is making SelectaDNA property 
marking kits available to local residents 
to mark household items such as 
TVs, jewellery, garden tools and other 
expensive goods. The product is almost 
invisible when applied and does not 
damage the property in any way.

Mike Stafford, Treasurer for BERA, said: “By 
buying the product in bulk we are 
able to offer this at a competitive 
rate to those requiring it. By security 
marking the more valuable items 
in your home they become less 
attractive as most items stolen are 
sold on to obtain cash.”

He continued: “Once an item 
has been security marked with 
SelectaDNA the marking is virtually 
impossible to remove - so should 
your property be burgled the item 
will always be identifiable and 
linked back to the owner. 

“The kit is supplied complete with 
stickers for the item, and window 
stickers to warn possible intruders 
that your property is security 
marked. Although burglaries are 
very rare in our area, using this 
product and the stickers is a great 
deterrent to anyone considering 
committing a crime.”

The use of SelectaDNA has come about 
as a result of the organisation working 
with neighbourhood constable, PC 
Warren Lamb, to find ways to combat 
burglars.

PC Lamb added: “I thank the residents 
association for their support in 
rolling SelectaDNA out to the 
community, it is a proven way to 
reduce burglaries. 

“One burglary is one too many for 
us, so we are doing everything we 
can to prevent it. No burglar wants 
to be caught with DNA-coded 
property, so with this system, and 
correct signage, property will be 
less attractive to potential thieves.”

A RESIDENTS association is using a new scheme to catch burglars who steal from 
homes, sheds and garages in Thorpe Bay, Essex.



SEVENTEEN different kits 
from the SelectaDNA  
and Selectamark ranges 
have passed the strict 
testing measures of  
the world-renowned  
Thatcham Quality 
Assurance programme 
which verifies quality in the 
manufacture, design and 
performance of a product.

We now hold relevant certification for 
the marking of vehicles, boats, scooters, 
caravans and plant machinery.

Established by the British Insurance 
Industry in 1969 as the Motor Insurance 
Repair Research Centre, Thatcham, 
based in Berkshire, is an independent 
organisation and has an international 
reputation as a centre of excellence.

Products from the SelectaDNA and 
Selectamark ranges were rigorously 
tested to predefined criteria established 
by Thatcham. This testing is designed 
to provide confidence in a product’s 
performance and an objective evaluation 
of its capabilities.

SelectaDNA and Selectamark are now 
listed as assured product ranges on 
Thatcham’s quality assurance database.

The Thatcham website states:  
“Quite simply, if a product carries the 
Thatcham Quality Assured trademark 
– you can rely on it!”
Jason Brown, Selectamark’s Commercial 
Director, said: “We are very pleased to 
add Thatcham’s world-renowned 
Quality Assurance certification to the 
standards already achieved for our 
SelectaDNA and Selectamark range of 
products.”

Selectamark Security Systems plc, 1 Locks Court, 429 Crofton Road, 
Locksbottom, Kent, BR6 8NL. Telephone: +44 (0)1689 860757  

For further press information and images contact: Angela Singleton, 
Press Officer for Selectamark. Telephone: +44 (0)7905 623 819    
Email: angela.singleton@selectamark.co.uk

DA0182/1

For more information visit

www.selectadna.co.uk
or contact 
+44 (0)1689 860757

Permanent Visible Marking
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